
Invitation:
Do you or someone you know have lived experience with disasters? 
Do you have firsthand experience with the 2017 wildfire season? 

Voices of Resilience BC Interior is an opportunity to explore what 
resilience means (or does not mean) in this era of back-to-back 
climate-induced disasters. Starting in early winter, participants from 
across British Colombia’s interior will come together in a learning 
journey centered around storytelling of personal and community 
resilience.

What does ‘resilience’ mean in the context of climate impacts? How 
do we build it? How can our stories help change the future? With 
these questions in mind, we invite you to express your interest in 
participating.

Background:
The compounding impacts of back-to-back disasters takes a toll 
physically and mentally. What are the personal and cultural 
attributes that help us to be strong and healthy in the face of such 
change? The Voices of Resilience in BC will create an opportunity 
to inspire positive collaborations on disaster risk reduction and 
resilience building, especially for individuals – and in communities – 
that have lived experiences with disasters.
The objectives of this project are to: 
• Promote, inspire, and document innovative ways that community

members can integrate Disaster Risk Reduction in their thinking
about and planning for resilience building;

• Showcase the importance of the multi-generational voices in
contributing to community Disaster Risk Reduction with public
exhibitions and a hard-copy and virtual compilation; and,

• Raise awareness and better understand the similarities and
differences in multi-generational and Indigenous and
non-Indigenous perspectives on what it means to be resilient.

Call for Expression of 
Interest to Participate

Voices of Resilience
British Columbia Interior

A single story has the 
power to change our hearts 

and our minds.
Our collective stories, 

if shared, have the potential 
to change the future.

Voices of Resilience BC is made possible by the Resilience Institute, 
a climate change charity, in partnership with the Canadian Red Cross. 

Voices of Resilience BC is a 
project inspired by the Resilience 
Institute’s signature program 
called Stories of Resilience. 
Learn more here.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b1c5afdd29f64e77850a607845d91d0a


We want to hear from you if you:
• Have lived experience with the 2017 wildfire season
• Currently live in British Columbia’s interior region
• Can contribute 30 to 40 hours over the approximately one-year project

Please submit your expression of interest online here. Participants will be accepted on a first come, first served basis 
while prioritizing diverse voices until the limited spaces are filled.

What’s involved?
Working with a partner, and with support from local experts and project leaders, your stories of resilience will be 
developed into a story-based exhibit. Your storytelling may include photography and other creative endeavors to be 
shared through an exhibit, podcast, compilation booklet and others. Examples of similar projects can be found here.

Participants may wish to express interest in becoming a Project Coordinator. These positions will be offered on a 
case-by-case basis would support other participants and the planning of activities and events in their area.  In recognition 
of the contributions participants will make to this project, we aim to support participants through:
• An offer of stipends for participation (additional stipends may be offered for Project Coordinators)
• Opportunities to learn and develop creative skills (e.g., photography workshops)
• An offer and commitment to respect flexible schedules and participants’ daily lives
• Various ways of showcasing participants’ stories (e.g., exhibits, booklets, podcasts)
• Information and sources for aid/support if participants experience stress or anxiety

How Can I Participate? 
To express your interest (or that of a family 
member), please follow the link below.
surveymonkey.com/r/voicesofresilience

We thank you for your interest. All applications will be considered on a first come, first 
served basis and will receive a reply within approximately two weeks of the submission.

For more information, please contact:
Tina Elliott (she/her)
Project Manager, The Resilience Institute 
tina.elliott@resilienceinstitute.ca

Orientation 

Cohort Meetings

Workshops (2-4)

Partnered 
Storytelling

Capturing Stories 
of Resilience

Exhibition 
preparation

Community 
Exhibition

5%

25%

20%

10% 

10%

20%

10%

Participants will be introduced to the project in full and meet the people involved. 

Semi-regular meetings will be held with other participants and project leaders to share 
ideas, plan, and troubleshoot. 

A series of workshops will be offered to support participants and develop their skills and 
creative outputs (e.g., photography workshop).

Informal interview-style conversations with another participant to learn with and from 
each other. These conversations with provide the foundation for the story-telling projects.   

Individuals will take photos (or prepare other artworks) that help to tell their stories of 
resilience at a place and time that is convenient for the individual. 

With support from the project team, stories, photos and other artistic outputs will be 
created, printed, and prepared for sharing, including a community exhibition. 

Outcomes of the project will be shared and celebrated through a public exhibition to 
inspire others to tell their own stories and promote dialogue about resilience in the face 
of climate change disasters. Time and location TBD.

Activity Description Estimated Time
Commitment

resilienceinstitute.ca TRIinitiative resilienceinstitutecanada

www.surveymonkey.com/r/voicesofresilience
https://resilienceinstitute.ca/stories
https://resilienceinstitute.ca
https://twitter.com/triinitiative
https://www.instagram.com/resilienceinstitutecanada
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/voicesofresilience



